
Final Y-12 SWEIS
Oak Ridge Environmental Peace Alliance
Oak Ridge, TN
Page 9 of 25

G-204

Comment No. 5 (cont.)                        Issue Code: 12
focus of the section is on the regulatory setting for environment, safety
and health requirements for operations at the Y-12 National Security
Complex.  International treaties on nonproliferation and other nuclear
weapons treaties are not applicable, appropriate or required by NEPA
to be listed in this section.

Comment No. 6  Issue Code: 12
While all are DOE responsibility, Environmental Management (EM)
activities are managed separately from Defense Programs (DP) waste
management activities at Y-12. EM waste activities are currently
ongoing and would continue regardless of future projects proposed for
Y-12 DP  missions. Waste management activities at Y-12 are
discussed in Sections 3.2.2.2 and A.5, Volume II. For the Y-12
SWEIS, waste management activities and waste generation for 1999
is included under the No Action - Status Quo Alternative.  Estimated
waste generation by type and volume is presented in the No Action -
Planning Basis Operations Alternative in Chapter 5, Section 5.11 of
the SWEIS and for each of the proposed new facilities for the HEU
Storage Mission and the Special Materials Mission.  

Comment No. 7  Issue Code: 05
DOE believes that it has adequately addressed impacts to the
environment that could result from implementing the various
alternatives.  Volume I, Chapter 5 of the Y-12 SWEIS addresses
impacts from the proposed action and alternatives, and Volume II,
Appendices D and E provide further detailed analyses related to
human health effects from normal operations/facility accidents and air
quality, respectively.

In response to off-site wells having contaminant levels above drinking
water MCLs, DOE asserts that the wells are not drinking water wells,
but sampling and monitoring wells. Drinking water for the city of Oak
Ridge is from the Clinch River and is not groundwater. DOE has
conducted sampling of springs and waters on the north slope of Pine
Ridge (the Scarboro side of the hill) and has found no contamination.
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Comment No. 8        Issue Code: 12
Landfill V is permitted and operated as a landfill for
sanitary/industrial waste as described in section 4.8.2.3 of the Y-12
SWEIS.  Some mixed waste was inadvertently disposed of at Landfill
V on the occasion referred to in the comment.  The mistake, a result
of human error at the waste point of origin, was discovered and
reported to the State by DOE soon after it occurred.  The incident,
follow-up investigation, and decision related to further action or need
to remediate were fully documented and approved as evidenced by the
comment’s reference to the Investigation Team Report.  The incident
does not alter the general description of the landfill’s status or
purpose.  Special wastes do not include hazardous waste.

Comment No. 9 Issue Code: 12
The historic waste disposal activities at the Bear Creek Burial Grounds
and the resulting groundwater contamination are detailed in Volume
I, Section 4.5.2.  Figure 4.5.2-1 specifically shows VOC levels of
contamination in groundwater.  This information is reflective of the
affected environment and baseline for analyzing potential impacts of
the proposed action and alternatives in the SWEIS.  Concerning the
closure date of June 30, 1991, the Final SWEIS has been changed to
state that disposal activities in the Bear Creek Burial Grounds ended
in 1993.  This is consistent with the “Record of Decision for the Phase
I Activities in the Bear Creek Valley at the Oak Ridge Y-12 Plant,
Oak Ridge, Tennessee,” May 2000 (DOE/OR/01-1750&D4).

In response to the reference to the State of Tennessee Guidance Policy
on “Perpetual Institutional Controls” at the ORR, the above mentioned
ROD for the Phase I activities in Bear Creek Valley defers remedy
decisions for Bear Creek Burial Grounds and final remediation goals
for groundwater for future CERCLA decision documents.  There are
a number of outstanding issues and concerns for Bear Creek Valley by
the State and other parties to the Federal Facilities Agreement that
must be prepared and approved.  There is no milestone date set for a
ROD on Bear Creek Burial Grounds.  
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